RwCENT study of the rich collection of Mexican birds accumulated by the Biological Survey has thrown much light on the southward extension of the life zones found within the United States. Many genera are represented in the various faunal areas by distinct species, while in other cases wide ranging species are broken up into geographic races. The series of specimens from almost every part of Mexico now in the collection show the existence of various hitherto unsuspected subordinate faunal areas, and has proved rich in types of new species and subspecies. The present paper gives some of the results of recent preliminary work on the collection. I am greatly indebted to Mr. Robert Ridgway, Curator, and Dr. Chas. W. Richmond, Assistant Curator of Birds, in the U.S. National Museum, for cordial assistance during the preparation of this paper. All measurements are given in millimeters. Crypturus inornatus, sp. nov. BROW•r-•ACI•ED T•A•OU. 7'y,•e, No. •58434, c• ad., U.S. Nat. Mus., Biological Survey Collection. Metlaltoyuca, Puebla, Mexico, February •4, •898, E. A. Goldman. Di•tribullo•. --Dense, humid tropical forests of northern Vera Cruz and adjacent part of Puebla. S]3ect)qc c•araclers. --Nearest C. mexicanus, from which the males may be distinguished by their deep reddish brown, slightly barred backs and more rufous underparts; the females are much deeper, more reddish brown both above and below. Descrij31ion ofadull male (type). --Crown and forehead black slightly suffused with grayish; nape dark reddish bro•vn becoming light vandyke brown xvith a faint purplish bloom on back and sides of neck and fore part of shoulders; shoulders and upper back plain, dark burnt umber; rump and upper tail-coverts lighter, more rusty brown and sparsely and indistinctly barred with black; primaries and secondaries dark slaty edged with brownish; xvlng-coverts, scapulars and tertials slightly paler broxvn than back and finely and indistinctly maculated but not barred with blackish; sides •54 NELSON, 2¾'ew 2V'orgh Xmer,'can Birds. [Auk L July of head to upper part of neck cinnamon brown; chin and throat white; under side of neck along median line dingy grayish brown shading into surrounding color; breast deep, dark cinnamon brown becoming darker and browner on sides, and clearer, paler cinnamon along median line; abdomen, flanks and under tail-coverts mixed buffy, whitish and dull cim namon obscurely and coarsely barred with blackish. Dimensions of gysbe.--Wing, •66; tail, 56; culmen, 29; tarsus, 52. Desore, lion o/'adul• female from tys•e localigy. --Crown rusty, grayish brown (becoming bright rusty bro•vn on nape) and obscurely barred with black; back and sides of neck bright rusty cinnamon; middle of fore part of shoulders ta•vny, sepia brown becoming dark cinnamon bro•vn on sides; interscapular region dark umber brown shading into cinnamon on upper tail-coverts •vith entire back coarsely and obscurely barred •vlth black; upper surface of •vings slaty blackish coarsely barred •vith tawny cinnamon; sides of head tawny cinnamon xvith a .vinaceous shade on adjacent part of neck; chin and throat •vhite; under side of neck dark ashy washed with rusty brown; breast bright rusty cinnamon, darkest on sides and palest next abdomen; abdomen and flanks dull buffy, obscurely and coarsely barred with blackish; under tail-coverts deep buff coarsely maculated with black. Dimensions offemale.--Wing, •65; tail, 54; culmen• 29; tarsus, General notes.--The darker color and absence of black bars oK wings and fore back of the males separate this bird at once from its nearest ally, C. mexicanus. The females are less distinct; the darker back and brighter colored nape and neck of C. inornatus suffice, however, to distinguish it at a glance. Both Crypturus mexicanus and C. occidentalis inhabit the low, scrubby thickets of arid tropical districts and may be distinguished from their Mexican congeners of the more humid districts by their much paler colors. The general resemblance of C. mexicanus of Tamaulipas in eastern Mexico to C. occidentalis of Tepic, on the opposite side of the Continent, but living in very similar climatic conditions, is much greater than that of C. mexicanus to C. inornatus living in contiguous districts but with marked climatic differences.
General ntes. m This form is most readily distinguished from •. bairdi by the generally paler color and the much greater extension of the yellow on under parts, the broad area of olive green on the sides of the neck and across the breast being much more restricted and with a more brownish shade.
In i897 I described EmiPidonax bairdi occidentalia' (Auk, XIV, P. 53) and the name was intended to apply to the present form but by an unfortunate slip the specimen chosen and designated as the type, in the light of further material, proves to be strictly referable to oe. bairdi and it consequently becomes necessary to choose a new type and redescribe the subspecies. The error came about through the fact that both 1?. bairdi and E. b. occidentnits occur in winter at Pluton, Oaxaca, the type locality for the last named bird, and are represented in our collection from that point. Nearly typical E. bairdi also occurs in winter in western Durango (Chacala) but we took only specimens of •. b. perplexus between these two points. 
